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Academic Profile

Environmental and Social Psychologist specialising in risk perception, chemical pollution, and
behaviour change. Originally trained as a cognitive psychologist specializing in psycholinguistics, |
have spent the last 4 years applying my skills and insights in the field of environmental psychology.
| lead qualitative and quantitative research on public and expert understanding of PFAS,
microplastics, and environmental hazards, integrating cognitive and social psychological theory
with policy-relevant applications, and supervising student-led research projects in environmental
psychology. | have published multiple first-author papers in internationally peer-reviewed journals
and currently manage an EU Horizons Europe programme work package, under project ZeroPM. |
was also recently awarded a grant by the Dutch Health Ministry to investigate social issues
surrounding the Essential Use Concept for chemical regulation. My research programme is
designed to inform environmental regulation, risk communication, and sustainable consumer
behaviour.

Research Themes

Environmental risk perception; science communication; chemical pollution (PFAS, microplastics);
essential use and substitution of hazardous chemicals; social and environmental policy; labelling
of consumer products, risk framing, sustainable behaviour and system change.

Employment

2021-2026 Research Associate, University of Vienna (EU Horizon ZeroPM): Led
experimental and survey programmes on PFAS and chemical risk
communication; coordinated interdisciplinary partners; supervised student
projects; delivered policy-relevant outputs.

2019-2021 Research Scholar, University of Wisconsin-Madison: Research on
language, cognition, and human—machine interaction.

2017-2019 Research Assistant, University of Edinburgh: EEG, fNIRS and behavioural
studies on language and interaction.

Education

2014-2019 PhD in Psychology, University of Edinburgh: The role of labelling and
interaction in the development of linguistic category coherence. Supervisors:
Prof. Martin Pickering, Prof. Holly Branigan.

2013-2014 MSc Cognitive Neuroscience, University of York: Neural Correlates of
Event Duration and Imageability Processing in Sentence Comprehension.
Supervisor: Prof. Silvia Gennari.

2010-2013 BSc (Hons) Psychology with Linguistics, Kingston University: Eye-tracking



of socially ambiguous scenes of bullying and social aggression.
Supervisors: Dr. Sabira Mannan, Dr. Muthanna Samara.

Awards & Grants

2024-2025 RIVM funding for Rapid Review of Essential Use Concept €30000
2016 Grindley Grant, Experimental Psychology Society £500
2014-2018 University of Edinburgh Research Support Grants (x8) £4000
2014 European Commission Bursary, AThEME project £52470

Academic Roles

2022- Guest Lecturer, University of Vienna — Vorlesung mit integrierter Ubung
(lectures with integrated practice): presentation of research applications in
environmental psychology/risk perception & communication to MA-level
students; Seminars on experimental design, implementation and analysis.

2022- Student supervision: Management of student theses and research projects
at undergraduate and masters level (Environmental Psychology,
University of Vienna).

2015-2018 Tutoring: Introduction to Psychology; Introduction to Computer
Programming (Python). PPLS Writing Centre; running of Psychology of
Writing workshops. Statistics in R: Research methods and statistics with R
(Psychology, University of Edinburgh).

2015-2018 Athena SWAN SAT, University of Edinburgh - Student representative for
departmental silver and school-level bronze awards.

2014-2018 Bilingualism Matters, University of Edinburgh - Research representative
for public dissemination events.

2014-2015 Language at Edinburgh, University of Edinburgh - Committee member
and organizer.

Ad hoc Peer review: Environmental Science & Policy; Frontiers in Psychology;
Cognitive Science; Motivation & Emotion; Language & Speech; Journal of
Neurolinguistics.

Key Skills

Open science: Committed to open science practices via the publication of pre-prints, data and
methods for studies (Public profile available on OSF: osf.io/57agn).

Statistics and Data: Linear fixed effects modelling in R using ‘ime4’; SEM analysis for repeated
(MEMORE) and independent (PROCESS) data; power calculations using GPower; Excel; SPSS;
Python (beginner).

Methods: Behavioural (in-lab & online), Survey, Interviews, Willingness-to-pay models, Eye-
tracking.

Experimental software: OpenSesame, PsychoPy, jsPsych; Labvanced; E-Prime (beginner).



Neuroimaging: Trained in fMRI experimental design for MSc project (FSL); Implemented and
collected EEG (PsychoPy) and fNIRS (OpenSesame, Homer2) data as a research assistant during
PhD.

Languages: English (native), German (basic proficiency).
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Under review/in prep:

Suffill, E., Vaupotic, N., Schloesser, J., White, M. P., Hale, S., & Pahl, S. (under review at ES&T
Letters, Dec 2025). How persistent, mobile and toxic characteristics influence consumer
perceptions of everyday products.

Hoerberg, S., Suffill, E., White, M. P., Heinrich, L., Mileva, T., Knoebel, B., & Pahl, S. (in prep).
Shop and Detox: Assessing effects of labels, values and emotions on willingness to buy clothing
with less PFAS.

Suffill, E., Zillig, H., Joziasse, R., Richter, L., Hale, S. E., White, M. P., & Pahl, S. (in prep). What
the public thinks about PFAS: representative survey data across Germany, Sweden & the
Netherlands.

Wala, A., Petermand|, J., Suffill, E., Pahl, S., Hale, S., White, M. P., de Blaeij, A., & Gabbert, S.
(in prep). Making sense of essentiality: A rapid review of possible concepts and approaches to
specify ‘essential use’ definitions.



Invited talks and special sessions

PFAS Stakeholder Perceptions, BIO-SUSHY Consortium, Vienna (2026). Invited speaker:
Measuring PFAS risk perception via targeted labelling & communication.

Workshop on the Essential Use Concept, ANSES, Paris (2025). Invited speaker and roundtable
participant: From “Technical” to “Social Substitution” - Essential use in the case of PFAS.

SETAC Europe 33rd Annual Meeting, Dublin (2024). Chair of special session on: Preventing
harmful chemicals from entering the environment: The role of risk perception and communication.

57th Congress of the European Toxicologists and European Societies of Toxicology,
Ljubljana (2023). Invited speaker and panel participant: Risk perception and risk communication
of chemical substances.

Radboud Symposium on Climate Sustainability, Nijmegen (2022). Invited speaker: Essential
to me, essential to you? Heterogeneity in essential use definitions as a barrier to reducing PFAS
pollution.

Selected conference presentations

Suffill, E., Hoerberg, S., White, M. P., Heinrich, L., Mileva, T., Knoebel, B., & Pahl, S. (May, 2025).
The Price of PFAS: How Access to PFAS Information Affects Willingness-to-Pay for Products
Labelled as “PFAS Free” or “Contains PFAS”. SETAC Europe 35th Annual Meeting (Vienna,
Austria).

Suffill, E., Schldsser, J., Vaupotic, N., White, M. P., & Pahl, S. (May, 2025). Persistently Negative?
Consumer Responses to Warning Labels Denoting Persistence, Mobility and Toxicity of Chemicals
in Everyday Iltems. SETAC Europe 35th Annual Meeting (Vienna, Austria).

Suffill, E., White, M., & Pahl, S. (February, 2025). Perceptions of PFAS and essentiality - From a
psychological standpoint. ZeroPM webinar series (Online).

Suffill, E., White, M., & Pahl, S. (October, 2022). Practical considerations for applying the EUC in
the case of PFAS. 10" NeRSAP meeting, CEFIC (Brussels, Belgium).
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Proceedings of Joint Conference on Language Evolution (pp. 691-698).

Suffill, E., White, M., & Pahl, S. (2022). Forever chemicals: Heterogeneity in expert’s beliefs about
PFAS and what to do about it. Proceedings of Society for Risk Analysis — Europe.



